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Holiday at the PlazaHoliday at the Plaza

Mayor Carla Devlin got a little help from 11-year-old Griffen who volunteered 
to flip the switch and light the Christmas tree at the RM’s annual Holiday in 
the Plaza. 

It was a chilly night, but those who came out warmed themselves around the fire 
and enjoyed listening to carols while drinking coffee and hot chocolate. Santa 
was on hand and it was an enjoyable evening for all. 
“We thank everybody for coming out to participate in our parade and our tree 
lighting ceremony and we thank our staff for putting on the event,” Devlin said.
“We’re very happy that we have the chance to have the tree lighting in our plaza, 
which provides this opportunity to gather in this space.”
Devlin was joined by Couns. Brian Duval, Brian Imhoff, Charles Posthumus and 
Orest Horechko.



If an emergency happens in your commu-
nity, it may take emergency workers some 
time to reach you. You should be prepared 

to take care of yourself and your family for a 
minimum of 72 hours. The East St. Paul Emer-
gency Preparedness Committee would like to 
provide residents with the information to help 
you create your kit.  
Your kit should be assembled well in advance 
of an emergency as you may only have min-
utes to collect essentials. Your kit should be in 
a container that is durable and easy to carry 
such as a duffle bag, plastic tote or suitcase 
with wheels. Keep your kit in an easily accessi-
ble location and tell all members of your house-
hold where the kit is located.
Your basic kit should include:	
•	 Water (2 litres per person per day)
•	 Food (that will not go bad such as 
canned food, energy bars and dried food. 
Replace food and water on a regular basis 
throughout the year)
•	 Manual can opener
•	 Flashlight and batteries
•	 Radio (battery-powered or wind up)

•	 Extra batteries
•	 First aid kit
•	 Special needs items
•	 Prescription medication for all family 
members
•	 Infant formula and diapers
•	 Equipment for people with disabilities
•	 Pet food, extra water for pets as well as 
any other items your pet may need
•	 Extra keys for your home and vehicle
•	 Cash including small bills and change
Additional supplies to consider:
•	 Two additional litres of water per per-
son per day
•	 Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each 
person
•	 Complete change of clothes including 
shirt, pants and sturdy shoes
•	 Candles and matches in a waterproof 
container
•	 Paper and pencil
•	 Whistle

•	 Books, games, playing cards, puzzles or 
other activities for children
•	 Toiletries, hand sanitizer, toilet paper
•	 Utensils, garbage bags
•	 Household chlorine bleach or water 
purification tablets/drops
•	 Basic tools (hammer, pliers, screw-
driver, work gloves, pocketknife)
•	 Duct tape
•	 Small fuel-operated stove and fuel
•	 Important family documents such as 
copies of insurance policies, identification, 
bank account records.
You should also consider packing a spare cell 
phone charger in case you have access to a 
power source such as your vehicle battery.  If 
you are using your vehicle to charge your cell 
phone and it is running, make sure you are 
outside and not in a garage or enclosed space.
If you need further information, please contact 
the administration office at 204-668-8112 or 
email info@eaststpaul.com.
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Before a flake of snow had even fallen, the 
RM of East St. Paul’s Emergency Coordi-
nator and staff were preparing for Snow-

magedon – a fictitious winter storm that knocks 
the power out in the area and blocks all roads.
“The point of the exercise is to better under-
stand if everything we have in place is ade-
quate, or sufficient, or do we need to take a 
look at some of the issues that may arise and 
do we need to address those issues,” said Den-
nis Wiwcharyk, the RM’s Emergency Coordi-
nator. 
“It’s a good chance to see the difference be-
tween a plan on paper and a plan in action, 
even though we were just talking it through.”
All municipalities are mandated to have an 
emergency plan, and they must do a tabletop 
exercise once a year and a full-scale emergen-
cy exercise once every four years. 
The group of about 30 staff members dis-
cussed every possible scenario that would 
occur should a severe storm knock out power 
and close the roads in the municipality for an 
extended period. 
The discussion was productive and made ev-
eryone realize there are some things that need 
to be looked at more closely. 
“That was the point of the exercise, even 
though we do have plans in place and they 
are considered good, you can see that once 
you start to brainstorm, you realize there are 
things that need to be addressed,” Wiwcharyk 
said.
A key point of the exercise was that the RM 
itself and residents need to be prepared to 
survive for 72 hours. 
“The exercise itself is something that could hap-
pen tomorrow, snowstorms happen throughout 
the winter, I don’t want to say often but we do 
get storms, and the severity of the storms could 

be quite intense,” Wiwcharyk said. 
“Realizing that power outages do happen and 
we do need to be prepared, the residents and 
the municipal staff, for 72 hours should such a 
situation arise. Basically, what came out of the 
exercise was that although we have plans and 
strategies in place, we could see that we need 
to address a couple of things.”
One issue that became apparent during dis-
cussions was the need to canvass employees 
regularly to know who can stay and work 
during prolonged emergency situations. Some 
people will have commitments that don’t allow 
them to, and managers need to have a list of 
who will be available. 
Wiwcharyk said also that those workers will 
need to be people who live close enough to the 
municipal office or public works yard to be 
able to get there even if roads are closed. 
“Prior to the exercise I don’t think any de-

partment really had a handle on that, so we 
learned managers need to canvas their em-
ployees shortly after the exercise to determine 
who can stay, who lives by and can make their 
way there if roads aren’t accessible,” he said.
“And you can’t just do it once, you have to do it 
regularly, because the person you’re depend-
ing on, their situation could change.”
Another issue was the need to increase the 
RM’s fuel delivery capacity to make sure gen-
erators can operate. 
“We’re all happy with how the exercise went. 
We did a debrief afterwards and everybody 
expressed that we should be doing such an 
exercise more often,” Wiwcharyk said.
“It was good, we achieved the objective of the 
exercise noting that have we some concerns 
that need to be addressed immediately, and 
recognizing there needs to be some higher 
priorities placed on other issues.

Emergency exercise prompts good 
discussion, improves emergency plan

72 hours: Is your family prepared?
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Thank-you lunch for 55+ 
outgoing executive

Henderson Legion 
Remembrance Day

Do you have a pet that deserves the spotlight? 
Share their photo and a short bio  
(name, age, favourite things, fun facts, or a funny story) 
to be featured in East St. Paul’s 
monthly newsletter!

• All pets welcome 
– dogs, cats, birds, 
reptiles, and more!

• Send entries to: 

• One pet is randomly 
selected each month  
to shine!

LET ’S  CELEBRATE THE  AMAZING  PETS  THAT BRING  JOY TO OU R COMMU NITY!

administration@eaststpaul.com

Show Off Your Star!

I’M
LUNA!

Luna (aka Lunatic) 
is a 6 year old 
Goldendoodle.
• Luna loves belly 

scratches, or any 
form of affection

• Is a great cuddler
• And our best 

friend 

PET    

DECEMBERDECEMBER

After a Remembrance 
Day service at East-
view Church attendees 
went to the Henderson 
Legion for lunch and 
fellowship. Top, left to 
right, Stephane Guin-
don, Sgt. At Arms Shaun 
McIntosh, and President 
Diane Tashe.Bottom, Past 
President Gord Machej 
addresses the crowd 
before the North Winds 
Band provided entertain-
ment.

East St. Paul’s 55+ Centre members paid tribute 
to outgoing President Charlene Erb and out-
going Vice President Johanna Handford with a 

lunch on Nov. 8. 
Charlene joined the Centre in 2014, signing up for 
yoga. By 2017, she ran successfully for the President 
position and has held it for eight years. 
Outside of the Centre, Charlene had an entrepreneur-
ial spirit and with her husband, Horst, ran a cushion 
manufacturing company, overseeing eight employees, and then a ladies 
clothing boutique with her friend Arla. Charla’s ran successfully for 
six-and-a-half years. After that she moved onto doing the books for her 
husband’s business. 
Johanna joined the Centre’s quilting club in 2011 and is still actively 
involved with that, as well as the book club and social seekers. She is 
the book club’s representative to the board. She has been Vice President 
since 2022. 

She spent 37 years in education 
and taught in the Sunrise and 
River East Transcona school 
divisions. After retirement, she 
worked in adult education. She 
is fond of visiting her son in Tex-
as and enjoys travelling to exotic 
parts of the world, including 
Instanbul and Dubai. 
Congratulations to Charlene and 
Johanna on all their hard work 
at the 55+ Centre!

New and outgoing 
executive mem-
bers, left to right, 
Bonnie Konzelman, 
Vice President, Jan 
Anderson, President, 
Charlene Erb Past 
President, Johanna 
Handford,  current 
Board member and 
former Vice Presi-
dent, Lynne Evans, 
Treasurer, and 
Candace Bishoff, 
Secretary.
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Vacation Home Patrol 
Program back this year

Crime Prevention 
Tips

Ensure your home appears occupied by 
using timers to activate lights and radios 
at varying times.

Avoid publicizing your travel plans, but inform 
trusted neighbours so they can keep an eye 
out.
Provide a spare key and emergency contact 
number to neighbours for added security.
Arrange for daily pickup of mail and newspa-
pers or halt deliveries while you’re away.
Lower the volume of your telephone ringer to 
avoid drawing attention to unanswered calls.
Keep blinds adjusted as usual to maintain a 
lived-in appearance.
Secure all entry points, including garages, 
sheds, and gates; consider disconnecting ga-
rage door openers.
Request neighbours to park in your driveway 
occasionally and place out garbage cans on col-
lection days.

East St. Paul’s Community Safety Services 
is once again offering a Vacation Home 
Patrol Program.

Under the program, resi-
dents of the municipality 
can apply to have the RM’s 
Community Safety Officers 
(CSO) conduct exterior 
patrols of their home while 
they are away on vaca-
tion. The service is free of 
charge and open only to 
residents of the municipal-
ity.
The service is offered 
by many police services 
across the country, and it 
helps ensure that residents 
can enjoy their time away 
from home without having 
to worry about security 
threats from thieves. 
All residents need to do is submit an applica-
tion – available online at eaststpaul.com – a 
minimum of seven days prior to their vacation 
departure date. 
During routine patrols, the CSOs will go to 
your residence and do an exterior patrol of the 
property to ensure all windows and doors are 
secured on the home, garage and any other 
structures. 
In winter months, the CSOs will not check your 
residence and make footprints in the snow, but 
if they see footprints, they will investigate. 
Residents are reminded that the Vacation 
Home Patrol Program does not replace the 
any requirements of your home insurance, it 
is simply to ensure that if your home is bro-
ken into while you are away, it will be secured 
quickly by the CSOs and RCMP.
When you apply online you will be required 

to provide the following information:
Travel dates and times, if known
When the traveler expects to return

Name, address, and phone number
Whether there will be any cars outside the 
residence while they are away (include

make, model, and license 
number)
Who has permission to en-
ter the residence while they 
are away (i.e., pet feeders,
water plants, etc.)
An emergency contact 
name and number and any 
other information you feel 
is
important
To apply for the Vacation 
Home Patrol Program or 
for more information, go to 
eaststpaul.com.
Also, visit the East St. Paul 

Community Safety Services Facebook page. 
The page is dedicated 
to keeping the East St. 
Paul community up to 
date on all things re-
lated to safety within 
our municipality. Here, 
you’ll find important 
announcements, safety 
tips, updates on local 
law enforcement activ-
ities, community event 
information, and much 
more. Our goal is to 
keep you informed and 
engaged, ensuring that 
East St. Paul remains 
a safe and welcoming 
place for everyone. Stay 
connected and stay 
safe! 
 
https://www.face-
book.com/profile.
php?id=61564328072287

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564328072287
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564328072287
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564328072287

